10th World Bonsai Convention 2026

28-31 Algust 2026 — Exhibition continues through 6 September
Join us Yor the World Bonsai Convention, celebrating unity in diversity througr'l the art of bonsai.
Engage with enthusiasts and experts alike in a captivating experience in Malaysia.
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aka.  Surabaya
¢ 2. Bali

The trip for plants, pots,
people, pictures,

plates of food...did not
disappoint...

Itinerary:

* DC to Istanbulto Singapore—then
by car yes by car to Kuala Lumpur
for bonsai conference. Then to
Borneo for jungle experience by
small plane from Pangkalan Bun,
then cruise on boat on Sekoyner
river. Backto KL through PB,
Istanbul then DC! Turkish Air was
magnificent!
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Singapore
Changi
Airport! First
Stop!!!




/‘im.._-_.,,_!!\,\;p
M, - =

o

Pan Pacific Hotel--
our landing place--excellent food and views despite smokey skies
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Jurong Lake Garden is not the same as the Chinese Garden, but the
Chinese Garden is a major section inside Jurong Lake Garden.
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The bonsai garden is not regularly tended...(taken over by government) but

“hanging in there.” It was closed for five years then re-opened 2025. An elderly
man on a bike appeared to be the caretaker. (The most famous gardens in

Singapore are the Gardens by the Bay and Singapore Botanic Gardens.)
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Opened in 1992, the Bonsai Garden at Jurong Lake Gardens is inspired

by the classical gardens of Suzhou, China, that emphasise the harmony
between nature and artistry. This serene environment acts as a gathering
place for visitors to gain a deeper appreciation for the art of bonsais
i{ C

through community and industry collaborations. Visitors can also learn
more about the art form of bonsai at the new Bonsai Gallery.
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A Youtube about the Garden
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2rhbxLoc90




This is what we expected (off Internet). It was not so lively and green, we
still would have gone but did not know about closure --.
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Much statuary in the garden
surrounding the bonsai honoring
dynasties of China..
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was anyone around to talk

to about the bonsai garden——but due to the

time of visit-- the heat and midday time—not
only were there no visitors (they come
mostly at night)—but there was no staff to
turn to ask and use Google translate with—
But by looking—there was @ need for
caretaking more than by the elderly man...

We wished there



This Is the museum
associated with the garden —
very informative and
thoughtful. There was A/C
also which saved us.

An introduction to Penjing (Chinese style)...



Introduced in China: 794 - 1192

HiSfory in a Pot.

Pen/lng (Eﬁ\) or bonsai, also known as
penzai (Z#), originates from China
and is a living artistic representation of
the natural world. Literally meaning
tr.oy/pot scenery’, penjings are
miniature renditions of natural
landscapes, created using carefully
pruned plant, different types of rocks,
soil and other materials.

More than a potted plant, the cultivation
of penjing is a meditative process that
conveys the context as well as the
artistic and philosophical influences of
the time. Constantly evolving, penjing
remains an enduring and timeless art
form that embodies a profound
appreciation for the beauty of nature.

The Chinese introduced t!’lis art form to
Japan during the late Heian Period
(794 — 1192) and since then, penjing
has reached a worldwide audience,

including Singapore.




Penjing
techniq

described as influenced by landsca

ues...

A Part of
a Whole

Thought of as living depictions of whole
landscapes housed in a single pot,
penjing was greatly influenced by
important Chinese landscaping techniques.

Some of these techniques include the
balancing of two opposing design concepts
(such as lightness and heaviness) and the
borrowing of scenes. The borrowing of
scenes is an artistic technique that brings
parts of the natural world together to create
a harmonious and holistic composition.
Elements such as the shadow of the penjing
casted against a white wall were also
considered to be part of the composition.

Watch out for these techniques as you
observe how the shadow of the penjing
comes to life and becomes an ink painting
that transforms the penjing into a landscape
within a landscape.
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Depiction of the story “capacity” of penjing




Tools of the trade...




Of Styles and
Characters
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wed with the grandeur
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distinctive horticultural traits of the plant
its In styling the curvature and form
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Tree penjing
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Water and land penjing
xREn han pen

This is a good one to read thoroughly
and have your own reaction to.
Chinese Penjing (realistic miniatures
of landscapes) versus Japanese
bonsai (perfection of a single tree).
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Gardens by the Bay
https.//www.nparks.gov.sg/s
bg
Beyond the flora and fauna
that you'’ll find here, admire
the Gardens’ iconic
structures — architectural
marvels that reimagine
nature with artistic finesse.










Singapore Botanic Gardens
https://www.visitsingapore.com > nature

This UNESCO World Heritage Site is one of the top parks to visit in Singapore. Wander through the

National Orchid Garden and find the perfect spot for a picnic, or take a jog and lose yourself along the
Rainforest Trail



https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChsSEwjF3LO06J6XAxW2Sf8BHQREELQYACICCAEQABoCbWQ&ae=2&co=1&ase=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwz4LWBhCMARIsAFEG5Mpz05Zh5LM0imibv6hWIpvh52RYA1pCRtsb7iXz-i0dWczYwlp_34UaAimUEALw_wcB&ei=xXbBapyKD9jdptQP1v6e4Q8&cid=CAAS0wHkaNebQbuiwNSLUWvwpcLnviIPA5S2UTPyDJKHqgdQ16QlqI-Y4kvzLQO0PXGNM0JiXC6noBcfpU2Rd3DwKwMIxw3SnMg8uh3EwZhqoPIBDZs7GawBF_p-429WEP0S9kFMNR2BaiK1QfetZyKJsIwwSekBMwEgXzz8F5H0VJxRM2PX0pesjxdEK3F7d96rhcwSX3gL_1lKu0acW021s6DNjeaKwd3qvXwoRlz7f51NWafNq-7cNxWuHoY5T7Ar8sIGNNFv06FTjdlyFdcZxYQBsGT6&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_71&sig=AOD64_0zMuEl2y9DVDJzTB9cKQsc0NNAhg&q&sqi=2&nis=5&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwjcgK206J6XAxXYrokEHVa_J_wQ0Qx6BAgMEAE&ch=1&dct=1&suid=86996554550&ri=1

Scenes from Singapore

Island country — 6 million


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singapore

w e e e MY et dfldlddadidi I L
SLYIFLUNR

UAINLNA
SONGKHLA
™~
PERLIS
KEDAH
iNg
Y Ceh W OSungai Petani
%
kseumawe©O Qf; RENANS TERENGGANU
NCE 5 PERAK
o%
Medano aysia
Federal Territory
of Kuala Lumpur. & 4 hr 5 min >
349 km
VY
NORTH SUMATRA ¥
JQHOR ~

'% <&
'Singapore

Yes you CAN drive!! Jack expleinZ R



10t WORLD BONSAI CONVENTION 2026
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

Main Ovvu\hcr & Host

/\VlLlON

BUKIT IAL g7




B anca X

10" WIB( M BSS WBFF low woRLD
29" August 2026 (SATURDAY) WUALA ul.cte ?&V

(h==’oo, iod hoted ) : INTERNATIONAL

Do e \: . _ : - - ™  ’ . i
W m P S B !?QQ{RS\Q»I\ : §36§Y§R
website includ : y s : ' \ ’ e .
IR eeanr e . s f 2 -3 ‘A .t | § o DEMONSTHR \%l
= .\ - .\:‘Q © ! v e
‘ " © 2 st | ?4 =

MALAYSIA SUISEX)
MASTER TAN HAN SENG . N KUNIO KOBAYASH!

MASTER CLASS

u baprancse Ko

Integrated Agricuitur o Solutions [l ' e Sparit of Dispds
for Surtainatie Landscaping

e ] Wan e ety and Sednen l—&

- ,' - .
.S 4 o
12:00pm to)OOpm ' Ml(C“l CINTRE 2000 10 4 00Pw

Chieri Shirizu ga f.t et PHEICHY B THAILAND BONSAI DEMONSTRATION
N P DANY Bonsai Cry T et e —

I Ay N\ b . _ C A AN:



10th World Bonsai Convention 2026

28-31 Algust 2026 — Exhibition continues through 6 September
Join us Yor the World Bonsai Convention, celebrating unity in diversity througr'l the art of bonsai.
Engage with enthusiasts and experts alike in a captivating experience in Malaysia.
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Judges—are
they using
the rule of
three?




Over 400 trees on display and judged: many
categories

¥ { www.bonsaidirect.co.uk £ >

WHAT IS THE RULE OF 3 IN BONSAI

First branch emerges
roughly one-third of
the way up the trunk.

Second branch
appears higher up
on the opposite side _gf

Third branch is
placed toward
the back, giving
the tree depth
and perspective
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Shohin (under ten inches




Many jaw dropping show-stoppers...
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Demonstrations '
around the Y
conference on
different stages



Each team had shirts that were bright and
colorful




You were encouraged to go on stage and
scrutinize







The stone portion of the conference was astounding—rows and
rows—suiseki (viewing stones) and ishizuke (root over rock)
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AMY LIANG, age 90
She was dressed so elegantly and definitely, the belle of the bonsai ball—I, like many, was giddy to meet her as this

is one of the first books | ever received.

On a funny note—I let her select from our giveaways and she chose the iron on—lo and behold when | got home—it
curled off! Perhaps she has an ancient Chinese solution...

%% The Living Artof @

Principles &
Techniques
of Cultivation &

Propagation

Professor
Amy Liang




New friends and contacts--




ots of group photos-- country-base
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COURT TIME:
11:00am, 12:20pm, 1:40pm, 3:00PM, 4:20pm, 5:40pm & 7:00pm

PRICE PER COURT / PER SESSION / PER HOUR:

Pickleball: | Badminton: | Basketball (Half-Court);
RM32 I RM22 I RM52.50

Poriicipants 0re requirod 10 WHar APPIORYIOLE sports atlie Gnd bring (heir own equipment

Scan here for
o . registrationt




And
hopefully
the young
take it on...
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Most revered Chinese master, Qingquan Zhao

http://www.manlungpenjing.org/eng-guest-ZhaoQingquan.html













WBFF Cooperation Center
\RDEN, JOHOR BAHRU, MALAYS

























A great Japanese master—doing a small workshop

Kunio Koybayashi
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1687623462615582




“Dany” the king of tiny trees
https://www.facebook.com/Dany0913258139!!
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My shirt was so HOT!! (I mean temperature
wise
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From Gardens by the Bay (flower)... black!
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A master collector of ancient bonsai pots

Lim Kiow Wah President of Singapore Penjing and Stone lover Society
—fascinating...https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CXZF 1w4ISfY

| asked what percentage of those bought were “fake”—he laughed -”5%- but a very expensive 5%”
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India




Another demonstration from India!

Meet in =

Matagsia

3
[idvansia

st Sermacn



...o0uth Korea




3
(3

LT A

Py







Boon Manakitivipart https://www.bonsaiempire.com/locations/bonsai-artists/boon-manakitivipart
While primarily based out of California, Master Boon is highly active in the Florida bonsai circuit.
He regularly leads intensives, showcases large-scale developmental projects in Central Florida,
and speaks at regional clubs like the Sho Fu Bonsai Society of Sarasota and events hosted by the

Bonsai Societies of Florida https://bonsai-bsf.com/
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https://www.bonsaiempire.com/locations/bonsai-artists/boon-manakitivipart
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https://bonsai-bsf.com/
https://bonsai-bsf.com/




Mexico!

Biuan | >m CONVENTION 2
KUALA LUMP ALAYSIA

KT AT
IUE & ELITE SPONSOR

1)}

PMOTOR

!
h?ﬂ

s E!itg KUNi il

N

\ ~ I’
S oIS Avolta
AN









E| icentreal
gvents& Experiences




Ravindran Damodharan:
Fascinating presentation on “new” ficus mollis (rock) designs unveiled




Sketches of possible designs for Ficus mollis
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Ending Gala Dinner!




Longwood Gardens (Bonsai) Staff Chad Davis
and decibels and bonsai curator Kevin Bielicki
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More artistic and amazing food




The US contingent!
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10th World Bonsai Convention 202




The pot master preparing prices for auction
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Amazing director of Pacific Bonsai: Aarin Packard
Appointed after leading roles and a tenure exceeding 10 years, Packard
focuses on presenting bonsai as fine art and connecting the living collection

to broader social, historical, and cultural themes (such as the exhibition
World War Bonsai)




Famous Taiwan Master!




And heading to the jungle portion in Borneo
Cruising in Kelotok from Pangkalanbuun!!




Tanjung Puting National Park,
Indonesia: Fourth Stop
located in Central Kalimantan
(Borneo), Indonesia
https:/ /www.varadaborneotour.com/.
Wildfires are in the area, but this
sanctuary is currently “ok.” Itis a
drought also...




And smoke—
when we were
there. No blue
skies...we are
glad not only
for the
experience but
the money
tourism brings
Into these
communities.







The Orangutans in their sanctuary...
Https://orangutan.org/rainforest/tanjung-puting-national-park/
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The best known animals in Tanjung Puting are the
orangutans, made famous through the long-term
efforts of the Orangutan Research and
Conservation Program based at the landmark
Camp Leakey research station. Tanjung Puting
also boasts the bizarre looking proboscis
monkey as well as seven other primate species.

Clouded leopards, civets, and Malaysian sun
bears cavort in the park, as do mouse deer,
barking deer, sambar deer, and the wild cattle
known as banteng.

Tanﬂ'ung Puting hosts over 230 species of birds,
including hornbills, deep forest birds, and many
wetland species. Tanjung Puting is well known for
its “bird lakes,” seasonal rookeries for a half a
dozen species of endangered waterbirds,
includin%the only known Bornean nesting
grounds for white egrets.

Tanjung Puting also has two species of
crocodiles, dozens of snhakes and frogs,
numerous threatened species, including the
fortune-bringing and highly endangered “dragon”
fish also known as the Arwana (bony-tongue).
Among the most flamboyant of these animals are
the many species of colorful birds, butterflies,
and moths found in the Park.



https://orangutan.org/our-projects/research/camp-leakey/

Bornean keeled green pit viper
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Yep a
crocodile!!




Sekonyer River...It is a tributary of the Kumai River and is fed by the

Camp Leakey River—eventually emptying into Java Sea



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kumai_River




Y v » .
A i 4 / ‘ :
: £ g1 s x ;
At ¥ | ! ; ;:

— o ‘i,‘ A :'

/' POHON MERANT! MERAH - . 8

y Shorea leprosula f 54 '
i wnabirs & . s :
B o s
s ;) £ S ¢
3

* Giant Ficus retusa trees line the
freshwater swamp forests of this
area, growing extensive aerial root
systems over many decades. [1]e
the freshwater swamp forests of this
area, growing extensive aerial root
systems over many decades. [1]



https://borneoficus.info/2020/06/03/ficus-retusa-katingan-mentaya-central-kalimantan/
https://borneoficus.info/2020/06/03/ficus-retusa-katingan-mentaya-central-kalimantan/




...boat trip ends







Drought and low river levels eliminated
some activities---

Lopus —is a Community Based Tourism appointed
by Lamandau Regency among other villages in
Delang district, welcoming domestic and foreign
tourists since March 2016. Tourists may stay
overnight in the homestay and explore the nature
treasures such as river tubing, bamboo rafting,
trekking to the forest, living as indigenous, learn to
make handicraft, weaving, enjoying traditional
menus.
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Home for the
night, traditional
rice pounding
taking husks off),
homes meal




Our hosts—they
housed us and
fed us and led us
around their
village—intimate
and memorable







Along the road, rubber trees, smoke, lack of gas...
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And then deeper
Into the jungle for a
night!!



Jungle sounds bigger than sights,
non-sting bee honey, western
toilet outhouse ©, river snails
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Covention & Fxhibition MealVoucher
Borobudur Temple International bonsai & suiseki Daily meal voucher during
Merapi Jeep Adventure exhibition, competition, the tour and event.

Ta"aaa""ﬁg;'avxgtg;"%?s“e seminar, and cultural exchange.

CULTURAL EXPERIENCE « NATURE DISCOVERY « LOCAL INSIGHT « UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIFS
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